The impact of a nationwide introduction of new drugs and a treatment protocol for glaucoma on the number of glaucoma surgeries.
To study the trend in number of glaucoma surgeries, and the influence hereon of the introduction of new glaucoma medication, reimbursement of its costs, and the introduction of a treatment protocol. Out of the Dutch Health Care Registration, all open angle glaucoma and ocular hypertension patients aged 20 years and older, who underwent glaucoma surgery were selected. Over the period 1995 until 2003 the trend in the number of monthly performed glaucoma surgeries was described by LOESS spline procedure. From 1995 until 2003, 15,888 surgeries were included. Overall mean age was 67.5 years (SD 13.0). Mean age declined by 0.29 year per year (95% CI, 0.21-0.37). In 1995 and 1996 the number of yearly performed glaucoma surgeries was approximately 2400. From 1997 onwards this number started to decrease, resulting in a 45% decrease in the year 2000. From 2000 on the number of surgeries stabilized at approximately 1350 per year. In 1999 the total number of prescriptions rose by 20% compared with 1998, and then stabilized. In 2002, 48% of the prescriptions were prescriptions for new medication. The number of glaucoma surgeries in the Netherlands almost halved over a 3.5-year period, most likely due to the introduction of new medications. In the remaining study period the number leveled off. From the present data a substitution effect and not merely a postponement of glaucoma surgeries may be suggested, providing additional evidence that a sustained reduction in the number of glaucoma surgeries was reached in the studied period.